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ter, whom she named Bianca after her beloved grandmothei
In the following year her eldest son was born, and was given
the name of Ottaviano. During the next two years anothei
son and a daughter were born

In 1480 a quarrel between the two branches of the Ordelaffi
family at Foili, the adjacent state to Catherine's little do-
main of Imola, was seized upon by Sixtus IV as a pretext
for ejecting the Ordelaffi from their territory (over which
they had ruled with honour for a hundred and fifty years),
and giving it to Girolamo Riano. This junction of Forli with
Imola made a state of some political importance, especially
as one of the two main roads from the north of Italy to Rome
and Naples ran through it.

In June 1481 Gholamo and Catheiine left Rome to pay a
visit to their new state, accompanied by an enormous tiain
of mules and carts laden with all the wealth which Giiolamo
had been able to plunder, and which he thought, as the Pope
was growing old, it was advisable to remove from Rome. Foi
many days this great baggage train crowded the long lough
road from Rome by way of Oite, Terni, and Spoleto into
Umbria, and thence over the passes of the Apennines and
through Ancona, Pesaro, and Rimini to Forli. The entry of
Girolamo and Catherine into Forli was a very grand affair,
with triumphal arches, the streets hung with tapestries, com-
panies of white-clad youths bearing palm branches, a tri-
umphal car full of children who sang Latin verses, bands of
music, and the clanging of innumerable bells, Catherine rode
on a white horse whose trappings of cloth of silver were em-
broidered with pearls; and over the heads of the pair a party
of young nobles in white and gold carried a canopy for a mile
before the town was reached. Then followed the usual feast-
ing, and in the evening a ball, at which Catherine was much
admired for her magnificent appearance in a dress covered
with jewels, and a veil with the device, worked in silver and
pearls, of a rising sun piercing the clouds.

In September they visited Venice, ostensibly for pleasure.